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MEMORANDUM 

April 16, 2020 

To: John Choi, Ramsey County Attorney 

From: Brian Peters, executive director, Minnesota Police and Peace Officers Association 
Sean Gormley, executive director, Law Enforcement Labor Services 

Re: Washington County Deputy Brian Krook 

Cc: Peter Orput, Washington County Attorney 

 

Dear Mr. Choi,  

It has been nearly a month since a jury acquitted Washington County Deputy Brian Krook of second-
degree manslaughter in the tragic death of Benjamin Evans. Since this pivotal moment, we recognize life 
for all of us has changed dramatically due to the COVID-19 global pandemic. However, despite these 
unprecedented times, we remain deeply troubled by this case.  

In short, your team’s decision to exclude Steven Frazer, former Ramsey County Chief Deputy and now 
Prior Lake Chief of Police, from testifying before the grand jury, was inexcusable and a betrayal to all law 
enforcement. Assistant County Attorney Richard Dusterhoff asked for and received expert analysis from 
Chief Frazer. When it didn’t fit Dusterhoff’s narrative, he threw it away. Later, he told District Court 
Judge Mary Yunker he had forgotten all about the conversation. Really? 

Judge Yunker called that testimony “implausible,” “not credible” and “evidence of prosecutorial 
misconduct.” We agree. 

But the damage was done. The grand jury was denied the opinion of an experienced, respected law 
enforcement officer. Deputy Krook became at least the third Minnesota police officer to be charged in 
an on-duty shooting in three years. 

We are grateful the trial jury found Deputy Krook not guilty. Any officer-involved shooting is a tragic 
event. The lives of family members and loved ones are forever changed. Officers can and should be held 
to a high standard. We expect no less from prosecutors.  

Your team was called to review the facts of this case, to determine if a crime was committed and to 
ensure justice was served. It was your team’s duty to remain unbowed by political correctness, public 
protests, negative media coverage, or the whims of voters. They failed. The jury knew it. Deputy Krook’s 
defense team knew it. And the judge knew it.  

On behalf of Deputy Krook and more than 10,000 sworn officers we represent from across Minnesota, 
we request an explanation of why this happened and what steps are in place to ensure this doesn’t 
happen again.  

We will appreciate the professional courtesy of your response. 



Sincerely, 

 

 
Brian Peters, executive director, Minnesota Police and Peace Officers Association 

 

Sean Gormley, executive director, Law Enforcement Labor Services, Inc. 
 
 

# # # 
 
 

Law Enforcement Labor Services is Minnesota’s largest law enforcement labor union, 
representing more than 6,000 police officers, corrections officers, dispatchers and 

 firefighters from across the state. 
 

The Minnesota Police & Peace Officers Association was founded in 1922 as the voice of rank 
and file officers of Minnesota and is resolutely committed to maintaining the highest standards of 
ethics, integrity, honor and courtesy in the policing profession. MPPOA’s membership consists 

of municipal police officers, county deputy sheriffs and officers employed  
by the state of Minnesota. 

 


